Robert W. Haynes
Shaping American Drama: Horton Foote

This project's main focus is on completing a study of Horton Foote's concern with the

issues of civil rights that have been critical in American history and which became the heart of a

powerful political movement in the 1960s. Foote's screenplay for Harper Lee's amazingly

successful 1960 novel To Kill a Mockingbird won him an Oscar and led to his own formulation

of an artistic vision in his 1970s nine-play dramatic sequence titled The Orphans' Home Cycle, a

work which, based on the lives of Foote's own parents, constitutes a kind of epic of a family's

establishment of identity in the early twentieth-century South.

Since I grew up in the Deep South myself and was involved in the civil rights struggle

from the age of sixteen, the study of Foote's personal and artistic development during a period of

conflict and anxiety has drawn me into a prolonged examination of the issues that shaped his art.

My hope is that a combination of experience and insight will enable me to avoid the pitfalls of

academic abstraction as this project assumes a final form.
