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Outstanding Service 
Leader & 
Community 
Engagement Partner 
for March  
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brings home NCA 
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Championship   
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TAMIU student 
writes poem on the 
meaning of 
leadership. 

SGA Partners with South Texas 
Food Bank for the Big Event  
“We encourage students to volunteer because it 
creates a win-win situation for all” –Sylvia 
Hinojosa  
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115 TAMIU students woke up bright 
and early to volunteer at the South 
Texas Food Bank on Saturday, March 
29th for the Big Event.    

Students worked diligently in sorting 
and packing three trailer loads of food 
products that were donated to over 
30,000 families in Webb County and 
surrounding areas.  The volunteers 
sorted 32,000 pounds of food, which 
produced 38,400 meals for pantries 
and emergency walk-ins for the eight 
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counties served by the South Texas 
Food Bank. In the span of four hours, 
TAMIU students served over 350 
community service hours during the 
initiative.  Many students 
demonstrated an interest in continuing 
to help at the food bank even after the 
event had ended, mentioned Sylvia 
Hinojosa, Community Standards & 
Student Engagement Coordinator.   

In a survey provided by the South 
Texas Food Bank after the Big Event,  

62% of the volunteers said they are 
planning to volunteer again in the 
future.  Overall, 61% of the volunteers 
rated that they had an excellent 
experience in volunteering.  “The Big 
Event was a big success for TAMIU, 
our students and the community.  We 
encourage students to volunteer 
because it creates a win-win situation 
for all.  Our students get to bond and 
develop teamwork and leadership 
skills all while doing something good 
for the community,” stated Hinojosa. 
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Laura Escobedo, SGA L.O.V.E. Committee Chair 
also expressed her appreciation for those who served 
in the Big Event.  “We are all very thankful to those 
students who gave their Saturday to help out at the 
Big Event!  It was fun and productive.”  A special 
thanks goes out to Sarah Lamm, Alfonso Casso and 
Mike Kazen of the South Texas Food Bank for 
helping the Office of Student Conduct and 
Community Engagement and the Student 
Government Association in ensuring the success of 
the Big Event.  There is no greater gift than the 
feeling of wanting to give back to the community.   

TAMIU volunteers form an 
assembly line where they work as a 
team to clean and separate various 

food products. 

A special thanks 
goes to Laura 

Escobedo, SGA 
L.O.V.E. 

Committee Chair, 
for her hard work 
in organizing the 

Big Event. 
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Recognizing March’s Outstanding Service 
Leader & Community Engagement Partner  

TAMIU student Jose Jacobo has truly showcased what being an Outstanding Service Leader is all about.  He has gone 
above and beyond as a student and a volunteer in the TAMIU and Laredo community.   

In his four years at TAMIU, Jacobo has been active in many 
organizations including: A.R. Sanchez School of Business Advisory 
Council, Association of International Students, Club Español Siglo 
XXI, International Student Mentor Program, Pi Sigma Alpha, 
Reading the Globe Ambassadors, Sanchez Scholars, STAR Club, 
TAMIU Trailblazers, The Artisans, The Green Club, Student 
Government Association and ENACTUS.  Additionally, he studied 
abroad twice last summer and winter in Europe, Chile & Argentina.    

Perhaps one of his most fulfilling projects as a student volunteer, 
Jacobo traveled to Santiago, Chile where he visited Hogar Domingo 
Savio, an orphanage in need of help.  His mission was to create a 
sustainable project through ENACTUS that would benefit the needs of underprivileged children.  While this project may 
take a year or more to launch, Jacobo has anticipated great results by the end of the 2013-2014 academic year.  “As of 
right now, the project is still undergoing and I hope to have concrete results in one or two years.  Our very first objective 
right now is to start the program, Adopta un Nino, Adopta una Esperanza de Vida.  I hope to have results for this first 
goal by the end of this semester,” stated Jacobo.   

Congratulations to our Outstanding Service Leader for his continued effort in helping others and making the world a 
better place.  Keep up the good work! 

(Continued) 

“Our mission in South America 
was to visit the orphanage, Hogar 

Domingo Savio, and create a 
sustainable project through 
ENACTUS.” –Jose Jacobo 
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Nominated on behalf of the National 
Student Speech Language Hearing 
Association (NSSLHA), Laredo’s Regent 
Care Center has been awarded the 
Community Engagement Partner for the 
month of March.   

At Regent Care Center, providing 
quality care to residents and their 
families in a “feel at home” environment 
is a top priority.  According to the 
members of NSSLHA, Regent Care 
Center has worked with the organization 
for several years.  They provide excellent 
care for their patients as well as high 
quality service.  Regent Care Center also 
provides a peaceful environment where 
patients are comfortable and happy. 

The Office of Student Conduct & 
Community Engagement and NSSLHA 
would like to extend their appreciation 
for the volunteer opportunities that 
Regent Care Center has given to TAMIU 
students. 

To find out how you 
can get involved in 
your community, stop 
by the Office of 
Student Conduct & 
Community 
Engagement in 
Student Center 226. 

International Engagement Bids 
Farewell to Sarah Takatsuki  
The Offices of Student 
Affairs, Student 
Orientation, Leadership 
& Engagement and 
Student Conduct & 
Community Engagement 
would like to thank Mrs. 
Sarah Takatsuki for her 
hard work and dedication 
in increasing the number 
of TAMIU students who 
study abroad and for her 
involvement as an 
Advisor for the 
Association of 
International Students.  
This summer, over 130 
students will be studying 
abroad, a 100% increase 
from the 60 students who 
studied abroad last 
summer.   Sarah is to be 
owed much gratitude for 
this.  Best of luck on your 
future endeavors and the 
baby on the way! 
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The TAMIU Cheerleading Squad headed 
to Daytona, Florida to compete in the 
2014 NCA Collegiate National 
Championship on Wednesday, April 9, 
2014.   
 
This talented group of 20 girls worked 
extremely hard, waking up at 6 am for 
three hour-long practices.  After losing 
one of their teammates, Maria Rodriguez, 
they faced many challenges, but they 
pulled through for her as a team.  The 
team competed against 13 other collegiate 
squads and finished third in prelims due 
to two of their stunts falling, leaving them 
with a score of an 82.  On the morning of 
finals, they performed a flawless routine 
and were announced the 2014 NCA All-
Girl Intermediate II National Champions. 
 
Congratulations to the TAMIU 
Cheerleading Squad for their dedication 
and hard work.  

TAMIU Cheer Brings 
Home National 
Championship Title  
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Leader’s Chronicle presents special 
section, A Student’s Thoughts 

Leadership 
 

Leadership is not about the title, power, or one's 
ideas... 

 
It is about the followers, the endless hours spent 

motivating, and the drive to achieve a social 
change... 

 
Leadership is about having a common goal and 

moving others towards it... 
 

It is about learning who one is and gaining 
wisdom, but most importantly, pursuing to 

appreciate others rather than being cherished... 
 

Leadership does not come easy, but when it does 
click, it is magical... 

 
And it is seeing the bigger image of where things 

are and constructing a path to the future with 
limited casualties... 

 
Leadership is being brave when others are 

vulnerable... 
 

It is about caring for the followers, always 
anticipating for and expecting the best. 

 
Leadership is more than an action but a part of 

whom we decided to be... 
 

So do not be afraid and LEAD ON... 

 

Written By: Irene Garcia, TAMIU Student 

About the Author: 

Irene is a sophomore majoring 
in Psychology with a minor in 

Chemistry.  She is a member of 
Sophomore Leaders Involved in 

Change (SLIiC), the D.D 
Hachar Honors Program, 

Historian for the Star Club and 
a 2014 Orientation Leader.  

Irene’s most recent 
accomplishment was placing 

first at the Lamar Bruni Vergara 
Conference where she presented 

on “The Dark Triad in 
Academic Dishonesty.”  
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	  Unwind Before Final Exams with the Office of 
Student Conduct & Community Engagement 

It’s a proven fact that the human brain works best when you 
consume the proper nutrient-rich foods at the start of your day.  
Some of these foods include fruits, low fat yogurt, whole grain 

breads, oats/granola, oatmeal and more.  With 
finals just around the corner, what better way to 
feed your brain with these power foods and de-
stress than at the Office of Student Conduct & 
Community Engagement?  Swing by SCCE 

located in Student Center 226 on May 8th-14th 
from 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Don’t be late 
though, the snacks and Starbucks coffee go 

quick! 

Sigma Delta Lambda Hosts 2nd Annual Big Boss on 
Campus Male Pageant    

Meet the Candidates: 

Front Row (pictured left to right): Ricardo Cagigal and Jesus 
Martinez 

Middle Row (pictured left to right): Francisco Hernandez, 
Osvaldo Guzman and Rogelio Garcia, 

Back Row (pictured left to right): Gilbert Garcia, Rogelio Cruz, 
Luis Garza and Enrique Moreno 

The lovely ladies of Sigma Delta Lambda 
Sorority (SDL) hosted their 2nd Annual 
Big Boss on Campus Male Pageant on 
Friday, April 11th at 7:00 pm.  This year’s 
pageant featured a unique Superhero 
Edition with nine male candidates 
competing for the crown.   

There was a total of five categories that 
the candidates were judged on, including 
their opening dance, superhero category, 
school spirit, athletic/swimwear and 
professionalism.  The top five candidates 
were announced after the 
athletic/swimwear category.  These 
individuals included Luis Garza, Enrique 
Moreno, Ricardo Cagigal, Rogelio Cruz 
and Jesus Martinez.  The final five were 
then asked questions on their career goals 
and the judges deliberated shortly after 
their responses to tally the scores of the 
top five candidates. 

Although it was a close match, there 
could only be one Big Boss on Campus.  
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Third runner up was awarded to Ricardo 
Cagigal with Enrique Moreno coming in 
second and Luis Garza taking the crown 
for the 2014 Big Boss on Campus.  
Osvaldo Guzman, however, won the 
hearts of the crowd and was presented 
with the People’s Choice Award for his 
fantastic job on the runway.  Each 
candidate did an amazing job and they all 
extended their appreciation to the ladies of 
Sigma Delta Lambda (SDL) for 
coordinating such a successful event. 

$1,000 of the event’s proceeds will be 
awarded to one new female student 
applying to TAMIU for the new academic 
school year.  Congratulations to all of the 
2014 Big Boss on Campus Candidates and 
Sigma Delta Lambda for a job well done.  

Special thanks goes to Housing & 
Residence Life, tdK, Hair Solutions by 
Gloria, Gloria Vasquez L’Eudine and Hot 
106.1 for sponsoring the event.    

Luis Garza 

2014 Big 
Boss on 
Campus  

Enrique 
Moreno  

2nd 
Runner 

Up 

Ricardo 
Cagigal  

3rd 
Runner 

Up 

Osvaldo 
Guzman 

People’s 
Choice 
Award  



	  

	  

Leader’s Chronicle  Volume 2, Issue 4 

9	  

International Engagement Accomplishes 100% 
Increase in Summer Study Abroad Programs  
After conducting countless study abroad 
information sessions and hosting numerous 
information tables, International Engagement is 
pleased to announce a 100% increase in students 
studying abroad this summer.  Last year, a total of 
60 students studied abroad in various locations 
including London, Spain, The Netherlands, Costa 
Rica, France, England, Ireland, Belgium, 
Germany and Czech Republic.  The International 
Engagement team worked closely with TAMIU 
faculty members this year to ensure that more 
options were available to students for summer 
2014.  The amount of faculty-led programs 
offered in winter and summer 2013 more than 
doubled this year from 5 to 12.  A total of 130 
TAMIU students will be journeying to England, Spain, Germany, Belgium, Italy, China, Thailand, Cambodia, 
Malaysia, Singapore, Greece, Brazil, Scotland, Chile and The Netherlands this summer and they have all 
expressed their excitement in being given the opportunity to study in another country where they can explore a 
new culture and environment.  Congratulations to Triana Gonzalez, Associate Director of International 
Engagement and Sarah Takatsuki, International Student Advisor, for their hard work in increasing the amount of 
students who study abroad.  For more information on how you can study abroad, visit International Engagement in 
Student Center 226 Monday-Friday, 8 am – 5 pm or call (956) 326-2282. 

International Engagement hosted their annual 
Global Talk event on Thursday, April 10, 2014 in 
the Student Center Rotunda.  The event featured a 
panel of five international students answering 
questions from the audience related to their home 
countries’ culture, education, cuisine and more.    

A total of five international students served on the 
panel, each representing a different country: Albi 
Alikay from Albania seeking his PhD in 
International Business Administration, Pelumi 
Ojomu from Nigeria seeking her Masters in 
Management Information Systems (MIS), Nikhita 
Reddy Vaddi from India seeking her Masters in 
MIS, Bharath Saravanabhara from India seeking 
his Masters in MIS and Renee Oyotode from the 
Ivory Coast in West Africa seeking her PhD in 
International Business Administration.  Each of these individuals has truly 
demonstrated excellence as TAMIU students.   

On behalf of International Engagement, thank you to everyone who participated in 
and made Global Talk a success this year. 

Global Talk Attracts Big Audience  
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April 12th was a big day at the offices of 
OSA, SOLE & SCCE.  Celebrating their 

birthdays were Sylvia Hinojosa (left), 
Community Standards & Student 

Engagement Coordinator for SCCE, and 
Sarah Herrera (right), Staff Assistant for 

OSA.  Thank you for all you have done to 
engage and retain students at TAMIU. 

Happy Belated Birthday! 

Birthday Shoutouts 
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