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The Office of Student Conduct & 
Community Engagement (SCCE) 
hosted their very first Make A Difference 
Week on October 21-26, 2013.  This 
week was filled with unique volunteer 
awareness activities. 
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Presenting: 
Make A Difference 
Week 2013 

CAB attended the APCA 
Conference in Houston, TX 
where the group met with 
guest speakers & 
entertainers who brought 
innovative ideas on 
implementing new campus 
programming. 
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Association for the 
Promotion of 
Campus Activities 
(APCA) 2013  

Four TAMIU students traveled 
to Chicago, IL on October 26-
29, 2013 to participate in the 27th 
Annual HACU Conference. 
Students participated in a 
unique forum and shared 
information and ideas on 
emerging trends in Hispanic 
education and more. 

More Readings 
Inside Leader’s 

Chronicle 

Halloween Fest 2013 
This year Campus Activities Board (CAB) hosted their Annual 
Halloween Fest at the KCB Front Lawn on Thursday, October 30, 
2013.   Halloween Fest featured caricature artists, fortuneteller, 
dunking booth, costume contest, games, prizes and delicious food!   
CAB raffled off an iPod Nano, Phillips Sound Bar & Blue Ray 
Player, 32’’ Vizio TV, CAB goodie bags and a $100 donation to the 
student organization that had the most creative booth.  This year, 
over 20 recognized student organizations participated in the 
Halloween Fest; quite an improvement from last year’s festivities.  

Continued on page 2 
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Halloween Fest (Continued)  

The Association of International Students (AIS) 
along with CAB, brought a water-dunking booth for 
the first time to Halloween Fest.  Students lined up to 
dunk TAMIU administrators, faculty and staff as 
well as fellow students.  A few of the dunkees 
included Miguel Angel Treviño, Director of Student 
Orientation, Leadership & Engagement (SOLE), 
Mayra Hernandez, Director of Student Conduct & 
Community Engagement (SCCE), Jackie Briseno, 
SGA President and more.  AIS Treasurer, Jimena 
Perez, expressed her thoughts on how the festival has 
improved over the past year. “I believe there are 
more organizations involved this year; it’s more of a 
fair.” 

Halloween Fest also featured two musical 
performances from the TAMIU Glee Club (Maroon 
Rhapsody).  Glee Club member Kassandra Rios was 
the female lead vocalist for Disney’s Hocus Pocus jam, 
“I Put A Spell On You.”  Alongside Ms. Rios was 
male lead vocalist Ricardo Guerrero who sung 
“Time Warp.”  

Adrianne Rocha-Perez, Student Orientation & 
Involvement Coordinator for SOLE, was pleased to 
see the increase of students and student organizations  
that came out to support and participate in the event.  
“We were much more proactive this year in terms of 
TAMIU community outreach in promoting 
Halloween Fest and there was more student 
involvement and a willingness to participate.” On 
behalf of the office of SOLE, congratulations to our 
student organizations for fundraising over $2,500 at 
Halloween Fest this year.   

Campus Activities Board (CAB) 
Returns from APCA Conference 

Campus Activities Board (CAB) traveled to Houston, 
TX on October 24-27, 2013 to attend the Annual 
Association for the Promotion of Campus Activities 
(APCA) Conference.   

Six CAB members, along with their advisor, 
Adrianne Rocha-Perez, had the opportunity to attend 
educational sessions on leadership, marketing, 
student engagement and personal growth.  In addition 
to the workshops they attended, the group also 
listened to inspiring motivational speakers who 
encouraged organizations attending the conference to 
implement new programming in their campus.  
Amazing exhibits were also visited by the Cabbies 
during their time at APCA.  Both CAB members and 
Mrs. Rocha-Perez have brought back many ideas 
from APCA that they are excited to apply to 
upcoming TAMIU programs and events.  “APCA 
was a great opportunity for advisors and student 
organizations to share ideas and implement new 
programming to bring to campus,” stated Rocha-
Perez.  

If you’re interested in joining Campus Activities 
Board (CAB), please stop by the Office of Student 
Orientation, Leadership & Engagement (SOLE) 
located in Student Center 226, or call us at 326-2280.  

Pictured left to right: Adrianne Rocha-Perez 
(advisor), Stephanie Martinez, Francisco Sandoval 
(back row), Nancy Betancourt, Gloria Rios (back 

row), Genesis Valdez & Jose Salas 
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 Outstanding Service 
Leader, October 2013 

 
Pictured second from the right: Alexia 

Chavero with her sorority sisters at 
Make A Difference Day on October 26, 

2013 

“Alexia is the type of person that loves 
to assist everyone…she is always 

looking for new ideas and new projects 
for all the sisters of Kappa Delta Chi to 

be a part of.  She is a determined 
individual and always has a goal to 

improve the community.” – Anonymous 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured: Founder of Pet Haven, Lulu 
Liendo  

Pet Haven of Laredo is a newly starting 
Non-profit organization that is dedicated 
to “changing the lives of pets in Laredo, 

TX,” as stated by Ken Davis in his 
online testimonial for the nonprofit.  
Recognized student organizations of 
TAMIU have volunteered with Pet 
Haven on more than four occasions 

during the month of October. 

2nd Annual Pro Life Day of Silent 
Solidarity Leaves TAMIU Community 
Speechless  

Community 
Engagement Partner, 

October 2013 
On October 15, 2013, Dustdevils for Life participated in the national event, 
Pro Life Day of Silent Solidarity. At the event, Pro Life student 
organizations around the nation took a vow of silence to represent the 
women and innocent children who do not have a voice in the circumstance 
of abortion.  

Fact sheets were passed out to the TAMIU community and Dustdevils for 
Life members answered questions that TAMIU students had. Last year, the 
organization conducted a survey on TAMIU students. 88% of the student 
population was unaware of the United States and Texas laws on abortion. 
Many were shocked at how high the abortion rates in the U.S. are.   

As a recognized Pro Life student group that is passionate about life, our 
mission and purpose is to educate the TAMIU community about life issues 
such as abortion, euthanasia and bioethics, 
among many others. We promote love 
and respect for life at all stages.  

If you are interested in joining Dustdevils 
for Life to continue bringing the Pro Life 
message to TAMIU and Laredo, please 
contact Valerie Lopez, president of 
Dustdevils for Life at 
valerielopez@dusty.tamiu.edu.     è 

 

Students Kazandra Aleman, Daniel Jimenez, Rebeca Palacios and Anthony 
Stahl traveled to Chicago, IL on October 26-29, 2013 to attend the HACU 
27th Annual Conference where they proudly represented Texas A&M 
International University. 

At the conference, students 
participated in a unique forum, 
shared information and ideas on 
emerging trends in Hispanic 
education and attended workshops 
on topics such as networking and 
interviewing skills, professional 
presentation and more.   
 
“Coming back from the conference, I hope to implement the skills I learned 
towards my future career, as well as share them with my peers so they too 
can develop professional skills that are applicable to their education and 
career,” stated Aleman.  Palacios also enjoyed the educational experience, 
particularly the information she received on interning abroad.  “I was 
fortunate to meet several representatives from the Gilman Scholarship 
Foundation, who informed me about paid internships abroad,” shared 
Palacios.   For information on HACU, visit http://www.hacu.net/.  

TAMIU Students Visit the Windy City to 
Attend the 27th Annual HACU Conference  
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Make A Difference Week 2013: 
Increasing Volunteer Awareness 
in the TAMIU & Laredo 
Communities 

Plastic Bag Initiative – Monday, 
Oct. 21st 

Over 30 students participated in the Plastic Bag 
Initiative during Make A Difference Week.  For 
every 10 plastic bags that were recycled, one 
reusable bag was awarded to the students who 
participated on behalf of nonprofit organization, 
Keep Laredo Beautiful.  Over 700 plastic bags were 
collected during the initiative.   

The Office of Student Conduct & 
Community Engagement (SCCE) hosted 
their very first Make A Difference Week on 
October 21-26, 2013.  This week was filled 
with volunteer awareness activities that 
benefited the TAMIU and Laredo 
Communities.  Each day consisted of a 
different and unique volunteer activity that 
allowed students to have fun while giving 
back to those in need.  The events are as 
follows: 

Inspire A Child – Tuesday, Oct. 22nd  

TAMIU students warmed the hearts of 45 Voz de 
Niños children by creating inspirational cards that 
included personalized messages for the kids.  Over 61 
cards were sent to the kids of Voz De Niños during 
this pursuit.   

Hand Your Cause – Wednesday, Oct. 
23rd 

The meaning behind Hand Your Cause was for 
students to share what volunteer activities they enjoy 
participating in the most and/or would like to 
participate in.  Some of the responses that were given 
included: beautifying parks and highways and 
working with nonprofits such as Pet Haven of 
Laredo, Keep Laredo Beautiful, Bethany House, etc. 
56+ students participated in the event.   

Continued on page 5 
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Clothes Drive and Trade – Thursday, Oct. 
24th  

With a small number of 12 students participating in the 
Clothing Drive and Trade, a whopping 200+ pieces of 
clothing were donated.  Unlike most clothing drives, 
this one allowed people donating to not only donate 
clothing items to those in need, but with the opportunity 
to select from the items they liked in return.  Faculty 
and staff members of TAMIU also supported the drive 
by donating clothing items.  All items were provided to 
Goodwill.  Special 
thanks from the Office 
of Student Conduct and 
Community 
Engagement (SCCE) to 
Goodwill for providing 
clothing wracks and 
hangers during this 
event.  

Make A Difference Day 2013: 
Beautifying Iron Tank Pasture  

Make A Difference Day was the grand finale to the 
numerous initiatives of Make A Difference Week.  This 
year’s project entailed beautifying the Iron Tank Pasture 
(University Village Pond).   

127 volunteers put their time, sweat and muscles into 
cleaning the pond area, painting fire lanes, planting 
shrubs and plants, collecting trash throughout the entire 
TAMIU campus and cutting weeds to create a new trail 
that will benefit students and professors who conduct 
research for class.   By working diligently as a group, 
TAMIU students accumulated 476.25 community service 
hours in the six-hour event.  On behalf of the Office of 
Student Conduct & Community Engagement (SCCE), 
Office of Student Orientation, Leadership & Engagement 
(SOLE), International Engagement (IE) and the Office of 
the Associate VP for Student Affairs (OSA), thank you 
for all you do to make TAMIU feel and look like your 
home! 

If you are interested in giving back to the community, 
contact SCCE at (956) 326-2280 or visit us online at 
www.tamiu.edu/studentaffairs/.  



 

 

6 

Issue #7, November 15, 2013  



 

 

Issue #7, November 15, 2013  
  

Birthday Shout- 
Outs 

Get A Ripped Core 
In Only 30 Days!   

Happy Birthday to Mayra 
Hernandez, Director of Student 

Conduct & Community 
Engagement (SCCE), who 
celebrated her birthday on 

Thursday, Nov. 14th and Jose 
Salas, Student Employee for the 

SOLE, SCCE, IE and OSA, 
celebrating his birthday on 

Friday, Nov. 15th.  May your day 
be filled with fun, food and 

unforgettable memories. 
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