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Diana Negroponte is a Public Policy Scholar at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars in Washington, 
D.C. She was a Senior Fellow at the Brookings Institution for eight years. As a lawyer and international trade expert, 
she writes and lectures on rule of law, institution building and energy in Latin America with particular focus on México 
and Central America. Recent articles have also looked to Venezuela and Brazil. She wrote “Central America Confronts 
Violence and Public Insecurity” Brookings Working Paper (2010), “The Struggle to Make Peace in El Salvador: 
Conflict Resolution at the End of the Cold War” (2012), and edited “The End of Nostalgia: México Confronts the 
Challenges of Global Competition” (2013). Her multiple articles are to be found on the Brookings website, Newsweek, 
the Financial Times, and on the Freedom House blog. 

Dr. Negroponte is also committed to economic development, having served with VSO (the British Peace Corps) in 
Uganda and with International Voluntary Service in the former Yugoslavia. She builds simple houses with Habitat for 
Humanity International in the USA, Latin America and the Philippines. She is active in micro-finance programs 
through Opportunity International, having served as a trustee of both philanthropic organizations. Currently, she is a 
trustee of Freedom House (dedicated to the promotion of democracy and human rights), the Women’s Foreign Policy 
Group (promotion of women leaders in foreign policy), the Social Justice committee of Holy Trinity Church and 
member of the University of California, San Diego’s Institute for International Relations and Pacific Studies’ advisory 
board. 

Educated at the London School of Economics & Political Science, Institute Catholique in Paris and the Ibero 
Americana in Mexico City, she received a Juris Doctor from American University and Ph.D. from Georgetown 
University. She has taught at Georgetown University and Fordham University in New York City.  

She is the mother of five children and lives with her husband, John Negroponte, in Washington, D.C. 


