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Charles Darwin was the first to recognize that the discriminatory expression of sexual behavior (mate choice) has tremendous potential to drive evolution and promote population divergence, yet 140 years later the process by which sexual behavior is regulated still remains a fundamental problem in biology. My work aims to develop a mechanistic understanding of sexual behavior on multiple levels of biological organization by integrating the proximate molecular mechanisms regulating sexual behavior with the ultimate effects of sexual selection in promoting reproductive isolation and speciation. The work funding by this URG grant examines the role hormones play in shaping male and female sexual response and how the brain interprets external stimuli.

