SPIN Definitions for Advanced Search Fields
Keywords: The most common field on which to search, keywords are words and terms which are used to describe academic disciplines/ areas of interest.  You may type in your own search word or click on “Keywords” to see a list of subject areas.  Placing a check next to the major subject area heading (in the “All” column) will select all Keywords within the subject area for your search.  

You may also place a check next to the subject heading(s) of your choice and alphabetically search for Keywords within that area.  Select the keywords by clicking on the keyword or you may select multiple keywords by pressing “Ctrl” while clicking on the keyword. 

If you are uncertain about which major subject heading might contain the keywords you are looking for, use the “Search for a Particular Keyword” box at the bottom of the keywords screen to enter a word or phrase, and click on “Search”.  You can then select keywords from the resulting list, or type different text in the box at the bottom of the screen and click “Search” again. 

To combine one or more keywords using Boolean “And” logic, select “Use Boolean AND Logic” then click on “Keywords.”  This will bring you to the Keywords Main Page listing the major keyword topic areas.  You can make one or multiple selections.  

Once you are finished making selections, click “Select” and then “Return” to bring you back to the Advanced Search Screen. 

Applicant Types: Describes eligibility.  Select values, which describe both the individual and the institution applying for the award. 

Award types:  Select the values which most accurately describe the type of funding desired.

Citizenship: Select the value(s) that describe the individual’s citizenship.  For maximum results, always include “Any/ No Restrictions” as one of your value selections.  

Geographic Restrictions: Describe award restrictions due to locale.  Select the values, which describe your area/ region, in addition to the value “No Restrictions.”  If not values are selected for this field, then your search results may include opportunities, which are specifically designed for applicants from other states/ provinces/ regions of the country.
Locations Tenable: Describes where the award must be undertaken.  Select the value(s) that describe the location where you wish to carry out your project.  For maximum results, include “Any/ No Restrictions” as one of your value selections.

Title contains: This field allows you to enter a word or phrase to search for a particular funding opportunity by Title.  Keep in mind that abbreviations and/ or acronyms may have been used in this field, so if you don’t find what you are looking for right away, try to search by an abbreviation.

Objectives contain: This field allows you to enter a word(s) to search for funding opportunities within the objectives and restrictions of the SPIN program.
Synopsis contains: This field allows you to search for a word(s) within the synopsis of the program.

Sponsor:  Use this field of you only want to see funding opportunities offered by a certain sponsor(s).

Sponsor type: This field allows you to narrow your search by the type of organization administering an award.  You can make selections from Federal, State, or Non-Federal as broken down by specific type.

Contact – Website: These fields are used to search by a particular’s sponsor’s contact person, address, state, zip code, telephone number, fax number, email address, and/or website.
Target Groups: This field allows you to search for funding that will directly benefit a specific population.
Establish Date: This is the date in which the program was added to the SPIN database.
Review Date:  This the date the program was last updated in SPIN.
Follow-up Date:  This is the date on which the program is due to be revised.
Program Numbers: 
Deadline(s):   Use this field to obtain search results narrowed by deadline date.
Deadline Indicator: You can choose from postmark, receipt, or target.
Deadline Open:  This field is a Yes/ No indicator.  “Yes” indicates programs that have open deadline dates.
Cost Sharing:  This field is a Yes/No indicator.  “Yes” indicates programs that require cost sharing. 
Cost Sharing Cap (%): The maximum percentage of cost sharing the program allows.
Indirect Costs:   This field is a Yes/ No indicator.  “Yes” indicates programs that allow indirect costs.
Indirect Costs Cap (%):   The maximum percentage of indirect costs the program allows.
Duration:   The length of the project period in years.
CFDA Number:   Refers to the Catalogue for Domestic Assistance number.
Proposal Restrictions:  This field is a Yes/No indicator.  “Yes” indicates programs that have proposal restrictions.
Funding Limit:  This field searches for program funding limits Greater Than or Less Than the funding limit you specify in the text box.
Sponsor Program Number: This field is a free text field.  Enter the specific sponsor program number you want to find.

