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FCA members and volunteers smile big as they 
gather around for a photo with guest speaker, 

Jarrid Wilson 

FCA’s Unashamed Night 
attracts massive audience  
   On Tuesday April 16, 2013 the Fellowship of 

Christian Athletes (FCA) hosted their first 

annual Unashamed Night event at the 

Kinesiology & Convocation Building (KCB).  

Attracting 380 people (TAMIU 

athletes/students, high school students, 

faculty/staff members), this has been the 

biggest student organization led event in the 

history of TAMIU. 

   “We wanted to bring people on campus to hear the 

word of God and show that we are not ashamed to 

preach his word on a secular campus,” said FCA 

President, Desiree Ramos.  Ramos, along with FCA 

Vice President, Josh Serna, worked closely in 

coordinating this event and ensuring its success. 

Contributing to the achievement of FCA Unashamed 

Night was guest speaker Jarrid Wilson.  Originally 

from California,  
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 Unashamed Night (continued)  
Wilson has accomplished wonders in the short 24 years of 

his life as a pasture, blogger, and author of 30 Words.  He 

has had the privilege of traveling all across the country 

preaching the word of God.  After following him on Twitter, 

FCA member Lilly Olivares shared his achievements with 

Ramos and Serna and in just three short e-mails, Wilson 

agreed to speak at FCA’s event free-of-charge.     

   In addition to having Wilson as the speaker for Unashamed 

Night, FCA members worked diligently in awarding prizes 

for their numerous attendees.  These prizes included: free t-

shirts and Chick-fil-A sandwiches for the first 50 students to 

arrive at the event, raffles for free Chick-fil-A for one year, 

two Spurs playoff tickets, four Laredo Rattler tickets, and 

gift cards to Texadelphia, H-E-B, and TOMS Eyewear.  A 

special thanks goes to the 42 businesses and individuals who 

helped sponsor FCA Unashamed Night: Falcon Heights 

Motel, Gold’s Gym, Border Beauty Supply, H-E-B Plus, 

Promega, etc.  

   Plans for next year’s Unashamed Night are currently 

underway and FCA is looking into the possibility of bringing 

a Christian musician/rapper to perform at the occasion. The 

feedback from the audience showed how thrilled they are for 

next year’s celebration.  “People really liked it, they enjoyed 

it, and they can’t wait for next year,” stated Serna.   

Relentless 

Iglesia Cristiana Misericordia ‘s 
Relentless band performed at FCA’s 

Unashamed Night.   This worship 
band’s goal is to lead people into the 

true meaning of worship while 
practicing the same attributes of God 

by being relentless individuals. 
 

A special thanks goes to Iglesia 
Cristiana Misericordia, Relentless, 

Grace Bible Church, & the FCA San 
Antonio Region for helping to 

support FCA’s Unashamed Night. 
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TAMIU cheer makes history at 
nationals! 

1

   The Texas A&M International 

University Cheerleading Squad made history on Friday 

April 12, 2013 placing second in the Intermediate All-Girl 

II Division at the NCA College National Championship in 

Daytona Beach, FL.   

   The talented group of 20 has worked extremely hard to 

get to this point, practicing about four hours daily for the 

past six months.  In addition to their practicing, the 

TAMIU Cheer Squad worked persistently to raise funds 

that would allow them to compete at NCA by hosting a 

cheer competition at TAMIU in early February.   

   The squad finished first in the preliminaries on Thursday 

April 11th, advancing to finals the following day.  After 

dropping a stunt in the finals, the TAMIU Cheer Squad 

finished second losing to University Central Oklahoma, 

Edmond.  Although they were the rookies of the 

competition, TAMIU Cheer definitely left their mark and 

have big plans to continue to compete at the NCA College 

National Championship next year.   

   Outreach & Retention Specialist for the VP of Student 

Success and TAMIU Cheer sponsor, Elizabeth Torres, is 

extremely proud of what her squad has accomplished.  

“Our team has come a long way. This talented group 

represented not just the city of Laredo and TAMIU, but 

Texas as well. I am so proud of my team and TAMIU 

cheer is officially on the college cheer map,” stated 

Torres. 

2

 

 

 

“Our initial goal was just to make 

it to finals and we were fortunate 

enough to finish first in prelims, 

and our group did an outstanding 

job in finals and finished 2nd in the 

nation and 1st in state. The team 

was ecstatic with our historic win 
and we made history and started 

tradition for our university,” stated 

Torres. 

TAMIU Cheer Makes History at 

NCA College National 

Championship Competition!  



 

 

 

Freshman Leadership Organization ends the year  
serving the community 

During the 2012-2013 academic school year 
Community Standards & Student Engagement 
Coordinator, Sylvia Hinojosa, along with Student 
Orientation & Involvement Coordinator, Adrianne 
Rocha, for the Office of Student Affairs, had the 
privilege of leading a hard-working group of 44 
freshman students on their journey in the Freshman 
Leadership Organization (FLO) program.  
 
FLO is a program geared towards first-time freshmen 
and aims at instilling exceptional leadership skills that 
will help students build upon their strengths and 
weaknesses as student leaders of TAMIU and the Laredo community.   
 
On Friday April 19, 2013 FLO completed their last class.  Their last project consisted of forming a group of 4-6 
fellow FLO classmates and finding a community service project to embark on.  The students were to provide a 
service to the community, videotape it, and interview employees of the organization/agency they were volunteering 
with.  Out of the 44 students in the program, eight teams were formed.  These teams completed their service project 
with: Habitat for Humanity, Inside Out, City of Laredo Environmental Services Department, Boys & Girls Club of 
Laredo, Laredo Animal Protective Society (LAPS), Goodwill, North Central Park Clean Up, & Reagent Care 
Center. 
 
This group of individuals have grown as leaders in such a short period of time and their advisors have expressed 
their true appreciation for all that the students have achieved to get to this point. “It’s amazing to have seen a large 
transformation within the students over the course of a single school year.  These students have stepped up and 
taken initiative to be outstanding members of the TAMIU community by not only participating in the FLO 
program, but by excelling in their academics, being involved on-campus and serving the community.  I am proud to 
know that these individuals will take part in exemplifying the meaning of a leader,” stated Hinojosa.   
 
The successes that these students have accomplished are only the beginning of their journeys at TAMIU.  They 
have plans to continue to develop their leadership skills by participating in Sophomore Leaders Involved in Change 
(SLIC) program.  This program is geared towards the social change model of leadership, which will help them in 
creating projects assisting our region.   Whether each FLO member decides to participate in SLIC or not, it’s 
certain that they will continue to grow as leaders in their future endeavors.  “I think this year has left me inspired by 
the actions and growth of our student leaders.  Witnessing how!these individual students apply what they have 
learned and gained from the program to benefit their community validates how ambitious they are in growing as 
leaders,” stated Rocha. 

! 
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TAMIU ENACTUS brings home regional title second 
year in a row  

Formerly known as Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE), TAMIU ENACTUS brought home the ENACTUS 
Regional Competition Championship title on Wednesday April 10, 2013 for the second year in a row. 
 
A total of 23 members traveled to the competition, 6 of which presented their projects to a panel of 10 judges: 
David Canseco, Jessica Garcia, Daniel Jimenez, Yesenia Macias, Gustavo Martinez, & Jesus Reyes (President).  
Out of the 43 teams that competed at this year’s competition, TAMIU ENACTUS was the only team from the 
South Texas region to advance to Nationals.   
 
At the competition, this talented group of students presented on six different projects that ENACTUS worked on 
throughout the academic year: Volunteers Serving the Need, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), Las 
Colonias, Let’s Can Hunger, I-Trans Green, & The Bazaar.   
 
In their first project, ENACTUS helped VSTN find jobs for 22 veterans, created “The Adopt a Veteran Program 
(55 adopted), and increased revenues and expenses by increasing VSTN’s total net income from a net loss of 
$583.84 in 2010 to $21,779.28 net income in 2012.  
 
“Let’s Can Hunger,” is a project focused on helping to relieve hunger in the Laredo community through the 
organization and execution of local food drives.  ENACTUS was very fortunate to have received a $1,500 grant 
from Campbell’s to help sponsor the event.  Aside from receiving this grant, ENACTUS also hosted a 5K run 
where each participant had the option of giving a monetary donation of $15 or 20 cans of food.  The 
outcome was 360 pounds of food and $415 donated to this cause. ENACTUS also participated in 
SGA’s The Big Event where 1,570 pounds of food was donated for this cause.   
 
 More inside! Pg. 6  
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For their third project, ENACTUS wanted to start a 
program that would help TAMIU students and low-
income families submit their income tax returns free-of-
charge.  With this goal in mind, Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) was born.  VITA helped taxpayers 
save over $20,000 in fees and brought over $115,00 in 
tax returns.  In less than three months, VITA filed a total 
of 109 income tax returns. 
 
“I-Trans Green” is a project that aimed at helping local 
business, Quickie Bakery, in making their work place a 
more efficient and sustainable business.  Aside from 
helping to repair baking tables, air vents, and ceiling 
tiles, ENACTUS provided Quickie Bakery employees 
with training on management skills and recycling 
practices as well as created a Facebook account and e-
mail for the business.  By doing so, Quickie Bakery has 
increased their weekly revenue from $1,000 to $3,500.   
 
With such a high demand for people to live a healthier 
lifestyle, ENACTUS sought to help families with limited 
resources by providing them with organic vegetables.  To 
do so, ENACTUS members worked with El Cenizo 
Pasture, Ms. Mendez, in planting 13 vegetable beds.  
These vegetables were then given to 40 low-income 
families.  These vegetables were also sold at the local 
farmer’s market as a means to create profit and re-invest 
in the community.  
 
For their sixth and final project, ENACTUS strived to 
improve the marketability and importance of art and 
culture in the Laredo community through The Bazaar.  
“Our mission was to help artists who don’t have 
businesses to showcase their art for profit,” stated Reyes.  
The organization hosted a total of seven bazaars that 
generated ~$3,000 in sales per bazaar.  108 local artists 
participated in the events and $21,000 in revenue was 
accumulated for these artists.   
 
ENACTUS is heading to St. Louis, MO on May 20, 
2013 to compete at Nationals.  The members will be 
competing against 10 other teams in their league, 
but they are ready for the challenge.  “We’re here 
to win and showcase our projects as the best,” 
stated Reyes.  President Elect, Daniel Jimenez, is 
passionate about what ENACTUS strives to do and is 
honored to be leading the organization for the 2013-
2014 academic year.  “Knowing that we’re helping out 
the community and implementing what we’re learning 
is what pushes us forward to doing what we do,” stated 
Jimenez. 

ENACTUS (continued) 
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Emerging Leaders 
Celebration 

The 2nd Annual Emerging Leaders 
Celebration took place on Friday April 26, 
2013 in the Student Center Theater at 6:30 
p.m.  This celebration is dedicated to 
outstanding students who have successfully 
completed the leadership program they 
participated in for the 2012-2013 academic 
school year.  Out of the 126 students who 
participated in leadership programs, 76 of 
them proudly accepted their certificates of 
completion that Friday evening. 
 
These leadership programs include: 
Freshman Leadership Organization (FLO), 
The Leadership Journey, Sophomore 
Success Mentors, Student Success Mentors, 
Sophomore Leaders Involved in Change 
(SLIC), Honor Council, Leadership 
TAMIU, & TAMIU Trailblazers.  Each of 
these organizations differs in their 
qualifications and assigned tasks/duties, 
however, their concentration remains the 
same: leadership.  The goal of each of these 
programs is to instill exceptional leadership 
skills in students and have them 
demonstrate these skills at TAMIU.    
 
Congratulations to all of our students who 
completed the above programs.  This 
program would not have been successful 
without dedicated students like you! 
 
Interested in participating in a leadership 
program for the 2013-2014 academic 
school year?  Stop by The Office of 
Student Affairs or visit our website at 
http://www.tamiu.edu/studentaffairs/leader
ship.shtml.  

Freshman Leadership 
Organization 

Honor Council  

Student Success 
Mentors 
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University Life Awards 

SGA Rising Star Award 
Kazandra Aleman (left) 

SGA Project of the 
Year Award 

Harlem Shake 
Jackie Briseno (left) 

SGA Dusty Cup 
Champions 

Student Employee of the Year 
Christian Garcia: REC Sports (left) Global Citizen Award 

Linda Bravo 

SGA Outstanding 
Administrator 
Juan Castillo 
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Global Scholar Award 
Dr. Jose A. Martinez-

Samos (left) 

Global Scholar Award 
Dr. Haibo Wang 

Freshman Excellence 
Award 

Gregorio Garza (right) 

Leader of the Year Award & 
Zaffirini Scholarship & 

Leadership Award  
Alejandro Barrera (middle) 

Advisor of the Year 
San Juanita Perez (left) 

TAMIU Dance Club 

Outstanding Community 
Service Award 
Sigma Nu Delta 
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Resident Assistants 
Left to Right: Juan Toledo, 

Sylvia Gutierrez, Rubi 
Zavala, & Maria Cristina 

De La Cruz  

Omega Delta Phi 
Student Organization of the Year 

Congratulations to all of our students! 
Sincerely, The Office of Student Affairs 

Most Valuable Cabbie 
Gloria Mesa 
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De-stress during finals week at the Office of Student 
Affairs  
We know how stressful finals week can be on our students, but don’t fret!  Swing by our 

office Thursday May 9th – Wednesday May 15, 2013 from 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. for 

some delicious Starbucks coffee and sweets.  Everyone needs to unwind during this 

crazy time of the year, and what better way to do so than at the Office of Student 

Affairs?  Come by OSA with your friends located in Student Center 

226. 

Don’t let this happen to you! 

Follow Us On: 

 

TAMIU’s Public Administration 
Student Association Renewed for the 
2013-2014 Academic School Year 
The Public Administration Students 
Association (PASA), formerly known as 
the Public Administration & Urban 
Studies Student Association (PAUSSA), 
became an active & recognized student 
organization in Spring 2013 after being 
dormant for almost three years.  
 
PASA is an organization dedicated to 
promoting the intellectual growth of its 
members in the subject of Public 
Administration.  Currently, the 
organization has a total of 11 members, 
all of which are Public Administration 
majors.  PASA’s focus is geared towards 
helping nonprofit organizations improve 
their programs and practices.   
 
 “We utilize what we learn in the 
classroom and help nonprofits improve 
their programs,” said Daisy Avalos, Risk 
Manager of PASA. 

The members of PASA are currently working with 
Rosario Garcia with the Bethany House Children’s 
Learning Center.  Each Saturday of the month, PASA 
members volunteer as teacher’s assistants at the 
center where they help students with character 
building, current events, arts & crafts classes, and 
more.  The members are also helping Garcia with 
developing detailed lesson plans that will serve as a 
guide in improving the students’ English speaking 
skills.  
 
PASA has plans to compete in the American Society 
for Public Administration Conference (ASPA) in 
Spring 2014 where they will present their evaluation 
on the Bethany House Learning Center. 
 
Interested in joining PASA? Contact Evan Cisneros, 
PASA President, at evanc@dusty.tamiu.edu or visit 
the Office of Student Affairs in Student Center 226. 


